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PRE FA CE. 



My little work must either stand or fall by 
itself, for I have at this moment no time to 
give from parish duties, to write what may 
be called a Preface. 

Nor, indeed, is it needful. The object of 
the book is fully stated in the introductory 
chapter ; and the only point upon which a 
word need now be added, is respecting the 
way in which I have striven to carry it out 

When the wish first presented itself to 
me to investigate the life of the Lord Jesus 
in its chronological order, I naturally re- 
commenced the study of the Gospels, aided 
by such authors as either my own library- 




or the kindness of friends put within my 
reach. Alford, Trench, Wordsworth, Stier, 
Bengel, had for years been of the utmost 
service to me in many ways, and occasion- 
ally I had consulted Lightfoot, Gresswell, 
Lange, Westcott, and others. 

With the help of materials so supplied, I 
began my labour of love, and had indeed 
made some progress in it, when I met with 
a book of which I had of course often 
heard, and which I would earnestly com- 
mend to my reader: Bishop Ellicotts "His- 
torical Lectures on the Life of our Lord." 

A perusal of that invaluable work will 
show how far, and in how many points, I 
am indebted to it; but it will also show 
that I have by no means slavishly followed 
it. I dared not, even in deference to so 
'great an authority, give conclusions which 




did not commend themselves to my own 
mind. 

It must not be supposed, that because 
my work is short, it is wanting in accuracy. 
I, at least, could give the results no more 
accurately, had I occupied four times the 
space. 

Conciseness, with accuracy, has been my 
aim ; and I trust that many whose time is 
limited, but to whom the subject is at- 
tractive, may feel not the less disposed to 
study the subject owing to the brevity of 
its treatment. 

As regards the style, while it is hoped 
that its plainness will make it directly useful 
to a large number of Sunday-school teachers, 
visitors of the poor, holders of mothers' 
meetings, and Christian workers generally, 
it is believed on the other hand, that the 
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PART I. 



To the Close of the Second Year's 

Ministry. 



CHAPTER I. 
Introductory. 

THE AIM. 

I PROPOSE, by God's help, to enter into the 
consideration of that fact, to which His 
Church's very existence is witness, which by 
universal consent has cut a deeper mark on 
the world, has drawn to itself more earnest 
human thought, called up more deep human 
feeling, and led to more noble human action, 
than any other fact in man's history. I 
mean the fact of the life of Jesus, the car- 
penter of Nazareth. 

To us believers that life is more than pro- 
foundly interesting: it furnishes, taken in 

connection with its causes on the one hand, 

B 
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The Subject 



and its effects on the other, the One subject 
before which all others fade ; for we believe 
that the life of Jesus was God's life manifest 
in the flesh, — that this Man was the Saviour, 
the Son of the Highest. 

In approaching a subject so manifold in 
its aspects, and so infinite and exhaustless 
in its teaching respecting God and respecting 
man, — respecting Sin and Love, and Love's 
sacrifice for Sin, — respecting the mysteries 
of the Eternal purpose, redemption, salva- 
tion, — respecting the election of Jew and 
Gentile, the fulfilment of prophecy, and the 
exaltation of a new race of men in a new 
Adam, — it is well at the outset, nay, it is 
almost needful, to indicate the line I wish 
to choose and follow. 

I have chosen a very simple line, but one 
very important. God grant it may be useful 
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to many ! I have set before myself the life 
of Jesus, to be viewed, not philosophically, 
not even doctrinally (save where doctrine 
lies in the very path of the subject), but as 
a history. 

Perhaps my object will be best explained 
by a reference to my own past experience 
as a reader of the Gospels. For many years 
was I without any clear and comprehensive 
view of the whole career of our Lord; hence, 
after studying a given parable, or miracle, or 
incident, I often found myself unable to fit 
that particular page into the whole book of 
His life. The parable, or miracle, or inci- 
dent, was indeed a gem whose beauty and 
brilliance could not but be recognized, but 
to which I could not find the proper setting. 
But so desirable did it seem to have the 
light of context, and this comprehensive 
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The Cause, 



view of Christ's life, that some years ago I 
began, with all obtainable help, to read it 
afresh with special reference to this ; and I 
humbly thank God that I did so, for a flood of 
new light was shed to me on many of its parts. 

Now the difficulties, needs, and helps of 
one Christian, are for the most part those of 
others. Doubtless there are very many who 
have also been unable to form for themselves 
that clear and distinct view of Christ's whole 
ministry which they would most gladly ob- 
tain ; and, therefore, trusting to be enabled 
to help some at least of my readers, I pro- 
pose to consider Christ's life and ministry in 
its chronological order, and to bring out the 
connection of its unutterably important facts. 

At the outset let us ask what is it that 
makes the difficulty we all feel in gathering 
that wondrous career into one connected 
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whole ? Undoubtedly it is the fact of our 
having four Gospels instead of one. And 
we can hardly put ourselves into the right 
avenue of approach to this subject, unless 
we fully recognize at the very commence- 
ment the different characteristics of the 
Gospels. While they are all equally God- 
given portraits of Him who is fairer than 
the children of men, these portraits are not 
only drawn by different hands, but also from 
a somewhat different point of view. 

The characteristics of the four Gospels 
have been so admirably summed up by 
Bishop Ellicott, that I shall be forgiven if I 
give some of their leading features almost 
in his words. 

The first Gospel was written for the Jew& 
Hence its abounding all through with ap- 
peals to Old Testament Scriptures. " Then 
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The Gospels: Matthew, 



was fulfilled," or " That it might be fulfilled, 
which was spoken by the prophet," is 
Matthew's continual comment. Hence, too, 
the opening description : " The book of the 
generations of Jesus Christ, the son oiDavid^ 
the son of Abraham!^ Hence, probably, the 
early contrast between the Prince of Peace 
and the savage Herod, the adoration of the 
Gentile Kings, the foretold sojourn of the 
true Israel in Egypt, and the vivid pictures 
of Christ as theocratic King and suffering 
Messiah. 

And how striking the divinely ordered 
connection between this Gospel and Him 
who wrote it! Matthew, the exciseman, 
sitting daily at the custom-house, accus- 
tomed to order and method throughout his 
life, — ^he it is chosen not only to give the 
bearing of the Gospel incidents on the Old 
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Testament narrative, but also to give to the 
Church the words and deeds of Jesus in 
the most methodized form. Where have we 
such a procession of miracles as in Matt, 
viii. and ix. ? Where such a galaxy of par- 
ables as in Matt, xiii., — seven pearls on one 
golden thread } 

The scope of St. Mark's Gospel seems 
also given in its first verse : " The beginning 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God'^ While in Matthew we see now the 
glorious Redeemer, now the suffering Mes- 
siah, in Mark we have only one picture 
nearly paramount, — that of the all-powerful, 
incarnate Son of God. Christ's power, Christ's 
majesty, Christ's wisdom, and their effects 
on the people, amazement, awe, and even 
fear, are described with a graphic force 
peculiar to the nephew of Barnabas. 



20 



The Gospels: Luke, 



Still more striking, if possible, is the indi- 
viduality of the third Gospel. Written by 
a Gentile (Luke, the cultured physician of 
Antioch), and especially for Gentiles, it pre- 
sents Christ less as the Son of David and 
Son of Abraham, less even as omnipotent 
Son of God, than as in the broadest sense 
the God-man, the Friend and Redeemer of 
all fallen humanity; or, as his own genealogy 
declares it. Son of Adam and Son of God. 
Luke it is who alone gives the world-em- 
bracing parables of the Lost Sheep, the 
Prodigal Son, and the Good Samaritan. 

But what can we say of John's Gospel ? 
Most emphatically does it also stand alone. 
Written long after the other three, and with 
a view not so much of converting to the 
faith as of establishing believers (Jews and 
Gentiles) in the faith, it both goes deeper 
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and ascends higher than they. While Mark 
opens with John's baptism, while Matthew 
goes no further back than the espousal of 
Joseph and Mary, and even Luke begins 
with the angelic announcement, John in his 
first chapter lifts the veil, and shows us 
Christ pre-existent in heaven. 

And its being written for Christians 
accounts both for omissions and contents; 
omissions of facts, like the nativity and the 
ascension, which, though of the first import- 
ance, were well-known and acknowledged ; 
and the substitution for the incidents of 
miracles, of a glory higher than any of 
operative majesty, — the inner tranquil glory 
of Christ's life of conscious union with the 
eternal Father. And the few miracles re- 
corded (chiefly those performed at Jerusalem, 
as those of the other Evangelists took place 
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chiefly in the provinces) seem little more 
than vehicles for Christ's accompanying 
words, which indeed almost form the last 
Gospel. 

But what words ! As we read, they seem 
to bring before us the very face of the Holy 
One who uttered them, and to take us, on 
wings of humble and adoring faith and love, 
through the heavenly gates to the very 
throne of God and of the Lamb. 

Such, briefly, are the four Gospels, the 
four streams which God in richest mercy has 
sent forth to fertilize our Eden. And as from 
the study of all as equally " the Gospel," we 
involuntarily form our ideas of the character 
of Christ, so it is from that same study we 
must deduce that complete career to which, 
as far as the week of the passion, we will, 
by God's help, now proceed. 



CHAPTER II. 

The Private Life and the First 

Miracle. 

MODE OF PROCEEDING. 

If we have any complex subject of study 
before us — ^no matter what — ^which we wish 
to master, what do we do? We carefully 
choose out its leading features — its land- 
marks, — ^and then, breaking it up into the 
divisions so supplied, consider each division 
separately. Now the life of Christ has such 
great landmarks. They are (i) the epip- 
hany at the age of twelve ; (2) the baptism 
at the age of thirty ; (3) the first rejection, 
with all its mighty after-effects; (4) the 
transfiguration. 
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These four give us, either in themselves 
or their consequences, the key to the whole. 
Let us now proceed to the divisions either 
so caused or represented. 

And first, Christ's life before the ministry. 

For this we must begin by consulting 
Matthew and Luke, each in their two 
first chapters. St. Luke commences ear- 
liest, giving in chap, i., some suppose from 
the lips of Mary herself, the announcement 
by Gabriel (the Evangelic Angel in the 
New Testament, as in the Old) of the 
miraculous conception, Mary's journey to 
Elizabeth, probably for spiritual support 
under that cross of Christ which she had to 
bear before His birth, and her return. Now 
comes in Matthew's account of the revelation 
of the truth to Joseph, and the nativity, which 
Luke also gives, but more circumstantially. 
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The poll-tax under Cyrenius brings 
David's descendants to David's city, and 
there the " Son of David " is born. 

One of the most intelligent, at least, of 
modern travellers, has shown reasons for 
believing that Christ was born in an out- 
building of the very house which had seen 
David's birth ; Jesse's house having been 
given by Solomon to Chimham, the son 
of Barzillai, and afterwards, it is believed, 
turned into the caravanserai, or inn, in 
one of the open arches attached to which, 
for want of other room, the Redeemer 
of the world was born. Luke alone re- 
cords the accompanying miracles, — the 
lighting up of the dark heavens at His 
birth, at whose death the midday sun was 
darkened, and the angelic anthem. It is he 

alone who recounts the circumcision of the 

C 
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sinless One, and the redemption as Mary's 
firstborn of the Redeemer, with Simeon's 
and Anna's prophecies. But here comes in 
Matthew's solitary history of the visit and 
adoration of the magi, the guiding-star, the 
flight into Egypt, the murder of Christ's 
first martyrs, the return towards Judaea, but 
the cautious turning aside to the older home 
among the Galilaean hills. 

After the close of Matt, ii., one verse in 
St. Luke — significant contrast with the 
Apocryphal Gospels — sketches the next 
eleven years : " The Child grew, and waxed 
strong in spirit, and the grace of God was 
upon Him." But then follows the first re- 
corded act of the future Redeemer, and the 
first recorded words of the Word of God. 
He is now twelve years old (an age then 
corresponding to our confirmation time). 
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and He is therefore taken up to keep His 
first Passover. But there He is lost to Mary, 
just as at a later Passover He was lost to 
her, and also as then for three days; and 
when He is found, it is in *' His Father's 
house," and speaking of " His Father's busi- 
ness." This is the only record of the youth 
of Jesus, — ^the one solitary flower plucked 
from the inclosed garden of the thirty years, 
but plucked just as the Rose of Sharon is 
beginning to burst into bloom. 

But Jesus went back to Nazareth with 
them, "and was subject unto them;" "in- 
creased in wisdom and stature, and in favour 
with God and man." These few words of 
St Luke shadow out the character of Christ's 
life for eighteen more years. The Nazarene 
neighbours knew not what Mary, who kept 
all and pondered, knew. To them the car- 
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penter's son was merely a pious and pro- 
mising young man, a regular attendant at 
the synagogue, and a good son at home, 
working of late years as a " carpenter " for 
His now widowed mother's support. So 
He was in favour not only with God, but 
with these very men who afterwards cast 
Him out of their synagogue, and tried to 
throw Him headlong from the brow of the 
hill. 

Let us notice here, — no man who is not 
Satanic hates truth in the abstract ; but, on 
the contrary, more or less approves it The 
Jews hated Christ only when He applied 
truth, — told them the truth. 

But when Jesus was thirty years old, the 
age at which the priests entered on their 
office, then the time had come ; the hidden 
glory burst forth, and the ministry began. 



The Father's Epiphany. 29 

He goes (yet unknown), like all beside, to 
be baptized of John ; when, as He comes up 
out of the water, lo, the opened heaven, the 
Father's voice, "This is my beloved Son," 
and the descending Spirit ! Then imme- 
diately follows the trial by the devil of this 
new " Son of God " — this Second Adam, — 
in the wilderness this time ; but Christ's 
victory follows too, and the ministry of 
angels, and His return to John. 

It is here that St. John's Gospel first 
comes in (i. 29) : " John seeth Jesus 
coming unto Him, and saith. Behold the 
Lamb of God." And the next day, on the 
testimony being repeated, two men (only 
two, but representing the multitude no man 
can number) begin to follow Christ. The 
day following, the number has swollen to 
five ; and with these, Jesus, who, remember, 
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had never yet taught, or wrought a miracle, 
goes northward from Bethabara, towards 
Galilee. 

Doubtless Christ's destination is Nazareth, 
with a view to see His mother Mary ; but 
He finds her not at Nazareth, but a few 
miles off, on a visit in a little town called 
Cana. 

On the third day, they arrive to find a 
wedding preparing. We all know the sequel. 
The friends of the poor are poor, the guests 
are more than originally contemplated, and 
the wine (such as it is) runs short. Then 
follows Christ's first miracle, which creates 
abundance of "good wine," relieves their 
embarrassment and poverty, and so manifests 
forth His glory that His new disciples 
"believe" on Him. 

And now events flow rapidly. Christ, 



with His mother and His disciples, goes to 
Capernaum, but only for a short sojourn, 
"not many days," because the Passover is 
near, and Jesus intends to go up to Jeru- 
salem, and inaugurate His open ministry 
there. 




CHAPTER III. 
The yudcean Ministry. 

CHARACTERISTIC OPENING. 

He goes up, and His Judaean ministry, or, 
to make it as clear as I can, His ministry in 
the metropolitan district, commences. This 
section of Christ's work is found at length 
only in St. John, from ii. 13 to end of ch. v., 
though it is referred to in Matthew and 
Mark. 

It commences characteristically: the righ- 
teous One is "bold as a lion," and begins 
by overthrowing the tables of the money- 
changers in the temple ; then He performs 
such miracles that many at the Passover 
believe, and even a member of the Govern- 
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ment comes to Him, though by night. The 
feast being past, Jesus goes down to the 
Jordan (not far from Jerusalem), and there 
begins to baptize by His disciples; and 
soon His followers outnumber those of John, 
who was still at large, and baptizing near at 
hand. 

So far all had gone well: not a single 
enemy had appeared. But when Jesus knew 
(iv. i) that the Pharisees had heard of His 
success. He, knowing what was in man, 
breaks off His work in Judaea for a while, 
and again goes northward, "through the 
midst of Samaria." On the way the Son of 
man is faint and weary with His journey, 
and rests at noon under the shadow of the 
trees at Jacob's well. Then the woman 
comes to draw water, and through her 
Samaria hears and receives the Word of 
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God. After two days He continues His 
journey, and arrives again at Cana, the 
home of Nathanael, and the site of the first 
miracle. Here a nobleman intercedes for 
his son, ill at the adjoining Capernaum, and 
obtains his cure. 

But the Son of David still seems to con- 
sider the metropolis the place to set up His 
kingdom, for (v. i) after a little while He 
again goes up to a feast ; not this time the 
feast of the Passover, but probably that of 
Purim, — the feast commemorative of Esther's 
successful pleading against Haman. Here 
Christ, in the midst of the crowded city, 
openly cures the man at the pool of Beth- 
esda. 

But, alas, it is the Sabbath day ! 

Who and what can He be who has done 
such an impious thing ? For the first time 
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the Pharisees' smouldering suspicion and 
dislike leaps into a flame. Remember, 
reader, that John v. is the turning-point in 
Christ's career, — His first rejection. See 
ver. 16. " Therefore did the Jews persecute 
Jesus, and sought to slay Him, because He 
had done these things on the Sabbath day." 
But Christ, quite undismayed, though know- 
ing that He was now to be opposed by all 
the learning and wealth, and alas, far worse, 
all the religion of the nation, — goes on to 
make Himself equal with God, to prophecy 
of His coming to judgment, and to de- 
nounce them — them the Pharisees! — as not 
having the love of God in them. 

Amid all the perfections of Christ's human 
character, I think we sometimes lose sight 
of this — His sublime courage. It is in- 
deed difficult, at this distance of time and 
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place, to get a sufficient estimate of it. But 
if in England all the upper classes — all the 
peers of the realm and great commoners, 
all the merchant princes and rich traders, 
all the professional classes in Church and 
State, — ^were fused together into one vast 
and almost omnipotent class, and then, 
supported by the sympathies of the great 
bulk of the people, were confronted by only 
one man, and by him incessantly opposed, 
exposed, denounced; charged with fraud, 
hypocrisy, cruelty, oppression; made war 
upon and defied, with evident readiness to 
take all consequences, — even then we should 
have but a partial idea of Christ's courage, 
living as He did, when the ruler's argument 
was the very speedy one of stoning, or the 
cross. 

However, Christ's time was not yet come, 
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so He escaped their hands. But this re- 
jection abruptly closed the Judaean ministry, 
twelve months after it had first begun ; and 
from that time forth, Jesus chiefly ministers 
in the northern province. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
The Ministry in Galilee. 

AMONG HIS OWN. 

Christ now goes down to Nazareth, where 
He was brought up (now comes in Luke 
iv. i6), and where He had been "in favour." 
They at least will receive Him. Alas, not 
now ! Have they not heard of His opposing 
the great doctors at Jerusalem.? — He, the 
carpenter's son ! And when He proceeds 
to warn theniy they thrust Him not only out 
of the synagogue, but the city also, and 
attempt His life. In vain. The Lord of 
Life can save His own till the hour is come; 
and so He, passing through the midst, goes 
His way, to dwell at Capernaum. 



The Lake Country, 39 

And now begins the period of Christ's 
ministry in Eastern Galilee, or, as we should 
say, the Lake country. It is the most won- 
derful period, if we may reverently say so, 
in that life which is all wonder, and yet all 
so real. It probably lasted a year and eleven 
days — ^the dates of the feasts are known. 
It is Isaiah's " acceptable year of the Lord." 

Reader, try to picture the scene of His 
labours. A country in character not unlike 
our Lake country, with a glorious lake much 
the size of Keswick; only you must transfer 
the whole to a southern climate. Those 
who have chanced to see the Italian lakes, 
and especially the largest of them, have, we 
are told, little to imagine in the Sea of 
Galilee in our Lord's time. The blue sky 
and the blue water, the mountains clothed 
to their very summits, the fig-trees and 
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vines and olive-yards and corn-fields, are 
all the same. The very fishing-boats are 
the same pattern. The sparkling white 
towns, the splendid villas and gardens, cor- 
respond. The very style of architecture had 
come from Italy. Capernaum was a stately 
and brilliant watering-place. Tiberias con- 
tained the r6yal residence, fresh from Italian 
hands. Overlooking both lakes in the north, 
is a ridge of snow-peaks. 

In and around this rarely beautiful dis- 
trict, teeming with population, busy with 
trade and manufacture, bristling with towns 
and villages, Christ now labours. To give 
full details of His working would be impos- 
sible. They are found in the three first, 
(the Synoptic) Gospels almost exclusively: 
St. Matt IV. 13, to the end of ch. xv. ; St. 
Mark i. 14, to the end of ch. vi. ; St Luke 
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IV. 31, to IX. 17, — that is, several chapters in 
each ; while in St. John only one incident is 
recorded, — the last, — in ch. vi. 

We will just notice the general outline of 
events. Among the very earliest occurrences 
at Capernaum, are the final call as Apostles 
of those already called to the faith (they 
were not yet twelve, however) ; the first of 
the two miraculous draughts of fishes ; the 
healing of Peter's wife's mother; the casting 
out of the unclean spirit in the synagogue ; 
and the healing of the crowds brought into 
the streets. All these signs and wonders 
seemingly took place in a day or two after 
His arrival. And Capernaum did not (like 
Jerusalem and Nazareth had done, and as 
she did afterwards) now reject Him. On 
the contrary. His name was spread abroad, 
and all the city was gathered at His doors. 
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But now our Lord commences a more 
systematic ministry, by preaching for the 
first time in Galilsean circuits, making Caper- 
naum the fixed centre. The substance of 
His preaching is briefly given : " Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 

On His first circuit He heals a leper, but 
returns so as to be at Capernaum by the 
next Sabbath, when He cures the paralytic, 
who IS necessarily let down through the 
roof, " because of the press." 

But what Luke now tells us is significant, 
— that the doctors of the law were there/n7/« 
Jerusalem, Had they been sent there to 
watch "i If so, they had not long to wait 
for offence, for Christ never compromised 
His blessed truth. He actually chooses a 
"wicked publican" to be one of His "Apos- 
tles," as He calls them, and goes to a feast 
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at his house^ "eats and drinks with publicans 
and sinners ! " Then they complain, " How 
is it that He eateth with publicans and sin- 
ners?" Christ answers, that sinners are 
just the people He came to save. The 
next Sabbath complaints deepen. Why do 
Thy disciples, under your sanction, that 
which is not lawful t Actually rubbing out 
corn on the Sabbath day I Christ says that 
the Sabbath was made for man, not the 
converse, and especially claims for Himself 
Lordship of the Sabbath. 

Now, we read, " they watch Him." And 
the next Sabbath, Christ, quite undaunted, 
goes into the crowded synagogue, singles 
out a man with a withered hand, challenges 
their attention, and then cures him before 
them all. The effect was instantaneous. 
They were " filled with madness," and sum- 
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mon a council at Capernaum, as they had at 
Jerusalem. For the first time we read of 
the proposed league with the Herodians 
(mere secularists), by which all "trifling 
differences" must be for the time "sunk," to 
accomplish the common object and destroy 
Christ 

Jesus now temporarily retires to the 
neighbouring mountains, where the common 
people follow Him ; and foreseeing the end 
afar off. He now fills up the number of the 
Apostles, preaches the sermon on the mount, 
and shortly after returns to Capernaum. 

There occurs the healing of the servant 
of one of the officers of the Roman gar- 
rison ; and the first raising of the dead 
follows at Nain, hard by. Another mis- 
sionary circuit ends as usual at Capernaum, 
where His mother await Him, and also the 
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foiled, but still watchful Pharisees. His 
cure of the blind demoniac is followed by 
such an outburst of Satanic rage and 
malice, that it would almost seem as if the 
outgoing devil had entered into them ; only 
now it was not dumb, but a devil speaking 
blasphemously: "He casts out devils through 
Beelzebub, the chief of the devils." Christ 
answers that this is blasphemy against the 
Holy Ghost, and unpardonable sin. 

Now comes the first teaching by parables, 
in order that seeing they at least may not see, 
though so close to the pillar of fire, and 
though others shall rejoice in its light ; and 
in the evening follows the storm on the 
lake, and its miraculous stilling. On the 
other side, Christ casts the legion out of the 
demoniac, but at the request of those who 
have lost their swine, departs, and returns to 
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Capernaum, where He again raises the dead, 
in the person of Jairus' daughter. 

Probably at this time occurs another visit 
of the long-suffering Saviour to the syna- 
gogue at Nazareth, where His life had been 
attempted. He willeth not that any should 
perish. Though they still cavil, and refuse 
to believe the Gospel, they let Him now 
depart unmolested. Only "He could not 
do there many mighty works because of 
their unbelief," and returns towards Caper- 
naum, teaching in the intermediate villages. 
And thence it is. He (in view of the future) 
commissions and empowers the twelve to 
go forth without Him for the first time, two 
and two, both healing and preaching His 
Gospel. 

Shortly after their return comes the news 
of the Baptist's murder, and that Herod 
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had "heard" of Christ Himself. Jesus at 
once retires into the wilderness; but the 
common people, who are oscillating be- 
tween Him and the Pharisees, love to hear 
Him, and follow Him in thousands. Pass- 
over caravans swell the multitude ; and 
Christ, moved with compassion for these 
shepherdless sheep, teaches them till sun- 
set, and then — ^astounding miracle! — ^feeds 
them all (and more than five thousand of 
them are men) with five country loaves, and 
two fishes from the adjoining lake. 

There is a sudden burst of enthusiasm, 
corresponding to that of the entry into 
Jerusalem on the Palm Sunday, just a year 
after. Wonder, admiration, faith, mingled 
with lower motives, are condensed into one 
act : they try to compel Him to reign over 
them ; and would take Him by force with 
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them to Jerusalem, and there crown Him 
King of the Jews. 

Of course this may seem to us a very- 
absurd idea on the part of a crowd of poor 
people ; but if we understand the state of 
national affairs, it was not half so absurd 
as it may otherwise seem. The whole 
national mind was at this time in a con- 
tinual ferment of hatred of the Romans, 
and expectation of the deliverer. The 
Herodians were the only Jewish partizans 
the Romans had, and they were very few. 
The Sadducees would have joined, as they 
afterwards did, the national party. Strange 
as it may sound, the Pharisees, our Lord's 
inveterate enemies, would (had He but con- 
sented to be King) have been His warmest 
supporters. But they could not endure 
One who, while professing to be King, yet 
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surrounded Himself with publicans and 

fishermen, and said, "Woe to you Pharisees ! 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven." 

But had Christ at any time, had He on 

that night, instead of forcing His Apostles 

to leave Him, and dismissing the overawed 

multitude, consented to be King, the whole 

nation would probably have risen in revolt, 

two hundred thousand swords would have 

leaped from their scabbards, and the Jews, 

ever one of the bravest races in the world, 

must at least for a time, as afterwards, 

have overpowered Roman resistance. But 

of course it was not to be. Christ seemed 

doomed to disappoint everybody, Pharisees, 

Sadducees, common people, all alike, except 

those who wanted what He had to give 

them, — eternal life. 

E 
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And so He is left alone, and is alone 
all night in prayer to His Father; and then 
walks on the water to His toiling disciples, 
and returns to Capernaum. 

On the next Sabbath day He there gives 
the wonderful discourse of John vi., on the 
bread of life. It is too spiritual for the 
discernment of many, — " How can this Man 
give us His flesh to eat } " and from that 
day begins the rejection at Capernaum. 
Many go back and walk no more with Him. 
There is a change of feeling, which, in spite 
of continued miracles, the Pharisees of 
Capernaum and Jerusalem are able to take 
instant advantage of. They ask, " Why do 
Thy disciples eat with unwashen hands.?" 
Christ answers, " Why do ye transgress the 
commands of God } " and turning to the 
multitude. He denounces the blind guides 
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who are leading them into the ditch. And 
with that His ministry in Eastern Galilee 
ceases, for coincident with this change in 
public feeling comes the news that Herod 
desires to see Christ ; and Jesus, if only for 
security, once more leaves Capernaum, and 
this time for the northern, and half-heathen 
border-land of Tyre and Sid on. 




CHAPTER V, 
Summary of Part L 

REVIEW. 

We have seen that after the one great in- 
cident of the private life of the thirty years 
(the epiphany in the temple), the next great 
event is the baptism at the age of thirty, 
when He is commissioned for His work by 
the Father, and endued with the Spirit; 
that after the first miracle He opens His 
ministry in Judaea, and that after a certain 
success He is rejected by the blind guides 
at Jerusalem ; that this rejection of John v. 
is the turning-point of the ministry, for it 
leads to His going down to the province of 
Galilee, where, after His rejection at Naza- 
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reth, He removes to Capernaum. Here His 
ministry lasts much the same time as the 
Judaean, — about twelve months. The out- 
lines of its wonders we have considered, and 
the causes which led to its close. 

I have given results, and not always the 
reasons for them. There are doubtless occa- 
sional difficulties of arrangement with which 
I have not thought it needful to trouble the 
reader, for these difficulties can be generally 
surmounted by a little patience, and the few 
minor points regarding which the key seems 
yet withheld, leave the results given virtually 
unaffected. 

My believing readers, let us all study 
Christ more. If a man loves not Christ, it 
is simply because he does not really know 
Him. To know the lovely is to love. To 
know Christ is to love Him. To know Him 
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better is to love Him better, to serve Him 
better, and better to keep His command- 
ments. 

But perhaps some may glance at these 
pages who have never seen any beauty in 
Christ, that they should desire Him. To 
them let me say, Study Christ afresh ! Con- 
sider the Apostle and High Priest of our 
profession ! Consider Him that endured 
such contradiction of sinners against Him- 
self ! See that life ! Behold that Man ! I 
verily believe that of all objects worthy of 
the study of a man, as a spiritual, moral, 
and intellectual being, infinitely beyond all 
comparison, is this life of Christ. 

There He is — attracting mystery — di- 
vinely holy, pure, loving, patient, wise, 
powerful; GOD — yet man: One with us in 
all true humanity and weakness. The Holy 
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One suffers Himself to be called a devil ; 
the pure One, a drunkard ; the Just One is 
charged with lying; the all-loving One is 
profoundly hated ; the Fountain of all wis- 
dom is a madman. He who wields the 
omnipotence of God is so patient, that His 
enemies know right well that He will not 
harm them, though they laugh in His face, 
and deride Him, and hunt Him down ; and 
at last, when they have got Him into their 
power, make Him a felon, and hang Him 
on a tree. 

So it was : but, remember, it was all for 
you. The teaching, the power, the patience, 
the tears, the prayers, the wandering, the 
buffeting, the mocking, the death, — and, 
thank God, the resurrection too, — all was 
for ycu. And if the King's Son, the Son 
of God, left His crown on the empty 
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throne, and gave His all for you, — ^and the 
Son of Man became the outcast even of 
men, and left even His crown of humanity 
at the foot of the cross, that in Him you 
might become a son of God and sit with 
Him on His throne, — is it impossible for 
you to give your poor heart to Him ? and 
falling in spirit at His feet, cry like one of 
old, " My Lord and my God " ? 

No, it is not impossible. You can if you will. 
To day that same Jesus of Nazareth 
knocks, and cries at your heart's door, 
" Open and let Me in ; " and on this day 
of salvation every man can say, if he will, 
" Lord, take my heart ! I cannot give it as 
I would, though it is worth nothing. Take 
it, and make it Thine ! " 

Then Christ comes in, and that is " Eternal 
Life." 



fo]^0 totiit abgnt boiug gonl^, m\h ]^caliu0 
all t|jat totre o^^xt^^Hth of tlic bcfril : for 
^ob foaj$ foit]^ fun/' 

Acts x. 38. 
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The Third Year's Ministry. 



CHAPTER I. 



Wandermgs. 



THE LAST YEAR. 



Resuming our study of the active ministry 
of the Lord Jesus, we have before us another 
period of about twelve months, — the third 
and last year; for the miracle of feeding 
the five thousand, which, as we have seen, 
virtually led to the conclusion of the 
Galilaean ministry, took place when "the 
Passover was nigh at hand," and at the 
following Passover Christ was Himself the 
Paschal Lamb of God, taking away the sins 
of the world. 

It is, we may say at the outset, of a 
character quite different to that of the other 
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two. If we would characterize it in one 
word, it is the period of wandering. The 
already rejected of men was through most 
of it being absolutely hunted. Unbelief 
had now become confirmed, and had almost 
passed into the final and irremediable stage. 
It is in this third year Christ calls that gene- 
ration the great demoniac, respecting which 
all casting out is in vain, and in which the 
seven devils should ultimately dwell. 

In connection with this we may here 
notice a most striking feature in this last 
portion of the ministry, — a great diminution 
in the number of His miracles. Though 
He still occasionally works them, they are 
seemingly not one for fifty before, and these 
are apparently more for the sake of the poor 
sufferers themselves, than with any hope of 
influencing their fellow-countrymen. As be- 



fore at Nazareth, so now all through, Jesus did 
"not many mighty works, because of their 
unbelief" Still there is no trace of morose- 
ness or bitterness, which is the danger of so 
many ardent and noble minds, like Elijah's, 
in their sense of failure. To the last He 
rewards faith wherever He meets with it, 
and unsoured by His cruel wrongs, on His 
last journey stops to bless the little children, 
and cures Malchus on His way to the cross. 
But let us now proceed to details. Christ, 
on leaving Capernaum, goes (according to 
Matt. XV. 21, Mark vii. 24) into the border- 
land of Tyre and Sidon, in which Dan and 
its golden calf had once stood. The district 
was now half heathen, half Jewish; just 
within the Jewish frontier, which seemingly 
the Lord never crossed. Personally He was 
not sent but unto the lost sheep of the 



house of Israel. Doubtless for security "He 
entered into a house, and would have no 
man know it." But He whose very name is 
as perfume (ointment) poured forth, " could 
not be hid." Among the throng comes a 
woman, heathen in faith and Canaanitish in 
race, with cries for her daughter's cure ; and 
Jesus, full of compassion, and marvelling at 
her faith, gives her, the outcast, through 
delay, far more than she asked. 

But as the needed seclusion was not to be 
had here, Christ wanders more to the East, 
"nigh unto the Sea of Galilee" (St. Matthew), 
and ultimately, indeed, "unto the Sea of 
Galilee" (St. Mark), only "through the midst 
of the coasts of Decapolis ; " that is, still 
avoiding Capernaum and the western side, He 
turned to the south-east, crossing the Jordan 
near the lake, and approached the lake itself 
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from its semi-heathen coast The DecapoHs 
was a confederation of ten heathen cities 
fringing its south-eastern border; and one 
of them (Pella) was afterwards famous as 
the refuge of the Christians who fled from 
the siege of Jerusalem. And then were 
Christ's words fulfilled : " Not a hair of your 
head shall perish." 

Here, according to St. Mark, Christ cures 
one who was deaf and dumb, and instantly 
all that simple district rings with His praise : 
" He doeth all things well : He maketh both 
the deaf to hear and the dumb to speak." 
And then, as a natural consequence, vast 
multitudes come together, and Jesus, after 
many cures, once again miraculously feeds 
a host, the number this time being four 
thousand. 

Oh, the wonderful patience, as well as 
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power of Christ ! This miracle was wrought 
in the very region where previously they had 
prayed Him to depart out of their coasts. 

But now see more of Christ's long- 
suffering. He takes boat again for the 
neighbourhood of Capernaum, and lands at 
Dalmanutha, almost a part (as is now be- 
lieved) of Magdala itself But the Pharisees, 
though still prevented from striking an open 
blow for fear of the common people, who 
were not yet as tractable as they should be 
respecting Christ, lose not one chance of 
weakening His already waning Jewish in- 
fluence. They come this time with the 
Sadducees (the religious sceptics of their 
day, the Herodians being mere politicians), 
and they, we read, began to dispute with 
Him, and to demand, a sign from Heaven. 
Well can we understand Mark viii. I2 : " He 
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sighed deeply in His Spirit." He had cotne 
again to bless, if they would, but they would 
not He simply asks, " Why do you ask a 
sign ? Is all I have done nothing ? " and at 
once returns in the same boat to the other 
side, cautioning the twelve on the passage 
respecting the Pharisees and Sadducees. 
Arrived at Bethsaida (not the city of Andrew 
and Peter, but the eastern Bethsaida, or 
Bethsaida Julias), He cures one poor blind 
man brought to Him, and again leaves the 
lake shore, and goes northward, to a yet un- 
visited quarter near the springs of Jordan, 
and quite close to the great fir forests and 
eternal snows of Lebanon, — the neighbour- 
hood of Caesaraea Philippi. 



CHAPTER II. 



Glory. 
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PETERS CONFESSION. 



There is only one recorded miracle here, 
but that I have already called the last 
great turning point of our Lord's life. 

In fact, only three incidents here are 
narrated. First, Peter's remarkable con- 
fession of faith. Besides St. Matthew and St. 
Mark, St. Luke gives this (ch. ix. i8), which 
apparently is his only notice of this section 
of the ministry. Christ asks not only, 
" Whom do men say that I am } " but 
"Whom sdiY ye}'^ and Peter answers, "The 
Christ of God." 

And then instantly follows, in sharp con- 
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trast, the second occurrence, — Christ's first 
clear and plain prediction of His approach- 
ing cross. 

He had hinted as much almost at the 
beginning, to Nicodemus ; but never till 
now, we may certainly say, had the terrible 
fact been perceived. Then Peter, moved to 
the very heart's depth, and forgetting his 
reverence, indignantly scouts the bare idea, 
— *^ This shall not be unto Thee : " but the 
Lord rebukes Peter for seeing only the 
earthly shame, and none of the heavenly 
glory ; and goes on to predict that same 
felon's cross even for them, if they would 
not be ashamed when the day of glory 
came. 

But what a sharp grief to these men, who 
loved their Master in their rough, strong, 
though yet unenlightened way ! What a 
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sudden dashing down of their hopes of 
earthly glory, — not only for Him, but them- 
selves ! Shall we add, What a blow to their 
faith ? They must have long perceived His 
lessening influence, though they had pro- 
bably never liked to speak to Him about 
that; but they had never dreamt of this. 
A felon's death for their Master, and for 
them, who had all been at least honest men ! 
This the end of giving up all and following 
Him! Instead of the promised kingdom, 
the cross ! 

Then it was, — notice, reader, just then, 
"six days after" — "Jesus taketh with Him 
Peter and James and John into a high 
mountain apart by themselves, and was trans- 
figured before them." It was probably 
night, for the three were asleep; and, as 
usual at night, Jesus was praying ; but " as 
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He prayed, the fashion of His countenance 
was altered," the whole being gleamed With 
glory; His face did shine as the sun, His 
very raiment streamed out light ; and Moses 
and Elias, the two great representatives of 
the preceding dispensations of, God to the 
Jewish people, clad in heavenly splendour, 
were manifested to the amazed Apostles. 
But further, there descended a halo of glory, 
like the Shechinah of old, which enfolded 
them all ; and out of the brightness comes 
a voice they know can be none other than 
the voice of God : " This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased. Hear ye Him!" 

No wonder these sturdy men were struck 
to the ground, — as Paul afterwards, and John 
still later. This was an anticipation of hea- 
ven, and their eyes were yet of the earth. 

What think you is now, what will be for 
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ever, the light and glory of heaven ? While 
it will shine with an effulgence now utterly 
inconceivable, we are distinctly told there 
is no sun. What then ? Literally, as well 
as spiritually, "the glory of God and of 
the Lamb doth lighten it, and the Lamb 
is the Light thereof." Christ glorified is 
the Sun of heaven. And not only shall 
we be able to bear the full stream of that 
brightness, which is far above the shining 
of the noon-day sun, but (wonderful trans- 
figuration ! ) we shall shine too, — subordi- 
nately indeed, but still "as the Sun," — by 
virtue of our union with His glorified 
body. 

But, returning to these men, — though that 
vision made them for the moment "sore 
afraid," we can easily see how unspeakably 
reassuring it must have been just then, and 




what a stay in all future trouble. No wonder 
we find Peter speaking more than thirty 
years after of " the excellent glory." 

But I called the transfiguration the last 
great turning-point in our Lord's ministry. 
From this time the character of that ministry 
shows in many respects great outward change. 
Up till now Christ had almost everywhere 
sought to proclaim Himself, now for the 
first time He begins to charge the twelve 
they should tell no man that He was Christ. 
With occasional exceptions, He now seeks 
seclusion. From this point, too, dates the 
great decrease already noticed in the number 
of His miracles, even when He is showing 
Himself openly. A corresponding change 
is also observable in the teaching of this 
latter period. As a rule it is more prophetic, 
more full, too, of solemn and affecting warn- 
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ings to the Jewish people. An undertone of 
profound melancholy in presence of their 
unbelief, without however one touch either 
of weakness or of bitterness, characterizes 
much of the Lord's sayings henceforth ; 
while as regards the twelve, the cross (only 
just come full into the Apostles* view) is 
never allowed to be long lost sight of for 
the future. Christ has begun already in a 
certain sense to bear His cross, and would 
have them in that sense even now bear it 
v/ith Him. "The Son of man shall be de- 
livered up, and shall be crucified," is His 
pathetic confidence now often reiterated. 

And we must not fail to regard the trans- 
figuration as the Father's consecration to the 
suffering, as the baptismal glory had been 
to the doing. It is of the cross that Moses 
and Elias, as representing God's law and 
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God's predicted mercy, both speak ; it is 
with the obedience of the death for us, no 
less than with the life, that the Father is 
" well pleased." 




CHAPTER III. 

Seclusion at Capernaum and Return 

to yerusalem. 

AT THE FOOT OF THE MOUNTAIN. 

Next day, at the foot of the mountain, a 
crowd has gathered round the nine awaiting 
Apostles, for a demoniac boy has been 
brought to them for cure, and they, without 
their Master's presence or commission, are 
unable to do what they had already done 
two and two, and what far more abundantly 
they did afterwards. The Scribes delightedly 
make the most of their weakness to the 
common people, and "dispute" with the 
Apostles. But Jesus comes, and in an in- 
stant all is changed. How graphic is St 



The Demoniac Boy. 79 



Mark's account! (Ch. ix. 14) The trans- 
figuration glory still lingers about that face 
(as Sinai's glory on the face of Moses), and 
hence doubtless "immediately all the people 
when they saw Him were struck with awe, 
and running to Him, saluted Him." 

Then follows a wonderful picture of the 
paroxysm brought on by the presence of the 
Redeemer ; the father's anguish, his imper- 
fect faith, and the retarded cure ; then 
Christ's word of resistless power, and the 
last struggle of the departing demon. 

When alone with the twelve, Christ (again 
speaking of the cross) begins to return to- 
wards the lake ; and, strange as it may 
sound, actually enters Capernaum. But we 
must remember that He had now been ab- 
sent nearly six months, that His only attempt 
to return had been instantly frustrated, and 
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that consequently it is probable His enemies 
looked on Him as now vanquished and harm- 
less ; that the chief of them, from Jerusalem, 
had now returned there ; and that the rest 
had gone, one to his farm, another to his 
merchandise; while with the common people 
(ever quick to feel, but, alas, quick to forget!) 
his words and works had perhaps already 
begun to fade. 

However, Christ re-enters Capernaum, and 
for a few weeks, apparently, dwells there un- 
molested. But this is most striking, — ^there 
is not a miracle, not even a sermon now. He 
is to them no longer the wondrous being He 
was. Capernaum was exalted unto heaven, 
but now already is her future doom fore- 
shadowed. Christ dwells here seemingly in 
perfect seclusion with the twelve, preparing 
them (as doubtless all through this last 
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period) in an especial manner for their soon 
approaching work. 

And from the Gospels we know how 
much they needed it On the way to 
Capernaum, they, even to the vtry last 
strangely unable to get the idea of the 
earthly kingdom out of their minds, disputed 
who should be the greatest when it came ; 
and Christ sets a little child in their midst, 
and says to them (and us), that the least in 
his own eyes among His followers, is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

This is all St. Luke (ch. ix. 46) says of 
this section, but St. Matthew devotes ch. 
xviii. to it, and St Mark the latter part of 
ch. ix. 

From the two we find that He teaches 
them love to the little ones, and warns, by 
the metaphor of the millstone, against de- 
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spising those whose angels behold the 
heavenly Father's face. He teaches, too, 
forbearance towards those not quite iden- 
tified with them, so long as substantial union 
exists, by the example of the man casting 
out devils in His name; the unutterable 
value of one soul, by the parable of the 
one lost sheep ; and the necessity of a 
boundless forgiveness, by that of the ten 
thousand talents. 

There was doubtless much other teaching 
besides these specimens, and which the 
Holy Spirit afterwards brought to their re- 
membrance; but these are now the only 
recorded incidents save one, and that is of 
a semi-public kind. 

The collectors of the temple tribute (a 
poll-tax for the expenses of public worship) 
come for His tax, as that of all other Jews. 
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Christ tells Peter that He, as the Son, ought 
to be free of His Father's house; but not 
insisting on His right, directs him to pay 
the money out of the fish's mouth. 

And now comes that portion of the 
ministry to which I ask the reader's special 
attention, for it is here the greatest chrono- 
logical difficulties occur. 

Neither St. Matthew nor St Mark hence- 
forth give any incident till the final Passover 
journey of the following March. As already 
noticed, each Evangelist, in giving the same 
blessed Gospel, has his own particular scope. 
Christ's complete career must be deduced 
from them all. But frotp the remaining 
Evangelists (St. Luke and St. John), we see 
that great occurrences took place in the 
interim ; and by comparing Luke, from (ix. 
5 1) to (xvii. 1 1) with John (vii. i) to (xi. 54) we 
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have a most complete and strikingly har- 
monious picture. We shall see this if we 
now proceed. 

Christ remains in seclusion at Capernaum 
until — now comes in St. John ch. vii. — His 
brethren, who did not believe in Him, taunt 
Him with it, and say, as the feast of taberna- 
cles approaches, " Depart hence, and go into 
Judaea. No man doeth anything in secret. 
Show Thyself to the world." As the dates of 
these feasts are known, they become chrono- 
logically invaluable. This feast fell, we are 
told, that year, on Oct. 19th ; and Jesus, 
after eighteen months absence from Jeru- 
salem, when His time was come, went up 
to it. 

While St. John gives as usual the occur- 
rences there, St. Luke (ch. ix. 51) gives an 
account of the journey. He sent messengers 
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before His face, and they went and entered 
into a village of the Samaritans, to make 
ready for Him. But here we see a signal in- 
stance of the change in public feeling. Christ 
is not good enough now for even outcast 
Samaria. Before they had joyfully received 
Him, and detained Him two days; now all is 
forgotten, save that He is a Jew on His way to 
a Jewish feast, and they refuse Him. The two 
"sons of thunder," indignant at their ingra- 
titude, are for calling down fire from heaven; 
but the ever patient Jesus simply passes on. 
One man offers to follow Him ; but Christ 
is now the wanderer, and while foxes have 
holes, and the birds of the air have nests, 
the Son of Man has not where to lay His 
head. 

And, arrived in unbelieving Jerusalem 

(John vii.), what takes place } Perhaps the 

H 
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answer has been partially prepared. There is 
no miracle. There are only words in the tem- 
ple such as never man spake : " My doctrine 
is not mine, but His that sent Me. If any 
man will do His will, He shall know of the 
doctrine, whether it be of God." Then, for 
the first time He publicly charges on the 
Pharisees the intention of His murder: "Why 
go ye about to kill Me.^" They indignantly 
and abusively scoff at the idea : " Thou hast 
a devil: who goeth about to kill Thee.?" 
Christ tells them that they have never for- 
given Him curing the man at Bethesda, 
making him whole on the Sabbath day; 
and adds, "Judge not accordihg to appear- 
ance, but judge righteous judgment." 

Some of the multitude are touched : "He 
is a good Man." And as regards His works, 
they say, " When the Christ comes, after all 
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will He do greater works?" Others call 
Him a deceiver ; but even discussion is dan- 
gerous to the Pharisees, so the temple guard 
is sent to seize Him, but fail. On the last 
day of the feast there is (still without a 
miracle) the discourse in the temple about 
the water of life and the Holy Spirit; and 
again a division of opinion, again a failure 
in an attempted arrest, and this time because 
His words had gone home to the hearts of 
the guard. 

Jesus is again in the temple the following 
morning, and the effects of His teaching are 
now apparent (ch. viii. i): "All the people 
came to Him, and He sat down and taught 
them." The Pharisees, who hated Him all 
the more because He always seemed to foil 
them, and again afraid to strike openly be- 
cause of the people, now set a trap. What 



they want is (what they have never yet had) 
a clear case of His suspected opposition to 
Moses ; for then the legal punishment of the 
Book of Deuteronomy is both swift and 
sure, — stone Him. 

So they bring the woman taken in adultery, 
and say (in tones and with manner easily 
imagined), "Master (the old English for 
teacher), Moses said that such should be 
stoned, but what say est ThouV^ Jesus, who 
at first apparently ignores them, suddenly 
draws Himself up, that He may look them 
full in the face, and says in effect, "Very 
good : only let the man among you who is 
guiltless of this very sin, cast the first stone." 
Jesus knew those men. That was emphati- 
cally an "adulterous" generation. Need I 
add, that it was therefore a generation 
doomed to national disaster ? Does not all 
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history, sacred and secular, Old Testament 
and New, ancient Roman and recent Euro- 
pean, show this ? Have Englishmen yet to 
learn this lesson ? 

But, as regards these men, hypocrites as 
they were, they cannot bear that sudden 
word and look, and in confusion and dis- 
comfiture slink one by one away; and Christ 
then dismisses the woman with the warning, 
"Sin no more." He passes no sentence, 
because the time of condemnation is not 
yet, but of the impenitent is yet to 
come. 

But on the following Sabbath Christ Him- 
self supplies His enemies with a clear case, 
far beyond their most sanguine hopes. His 
temple-teaching about the light of life. His 
own and the Father's witness. His mission 
from the Father, lead to a discussion which 
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is abruptly ended by His statement, "Verily, 
verily, I say unto you. Before Abraham was 
I AM." 

I AM ! The very word of Jehovah's self- 
revelation at the burning bush ! and no 
wonder, for Christ, as the Angel of the 

covenant, was He who had uttered it. 
But to these men, who knew not their 

own Scriptures, nor the attributes of the 

promised Messias, it was blasphemy, and 

the bringing in of strange gods, of which 

Moses' punishment was stoning ; and in an 

instant they catch up the loose blocks and 

fragments lying about the yet unfinished 

temple. But His hour is not yet come, and 

He disappears, — ^passes through the midst 

of them, and so passes by; and as He passes 

by (ch. ix.). He sees the man blind from his 

birth, and with Divine composure stops and 
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cures him, — almost the last specially re- 
corded cure in Jerusalem. 

Again He faces His would-be murderers 
in the discourse on the Good Shepherd. 
(John X. I — 18.) However, no violence is 
here recorded, only the divided state of the 
multitude. 




CHAPTER IV, 



The Last Wanderings. 



THE MISSION OF THE SEVENTY. 



But Jesus now leaves Jerusalem, probably 
for the hill country of Judaea, though the 
exact place is not stated. This journey we 
must necessarily insert between John (x. 21) 
and (x. 22.) St Luke, where we left that 
Evangelist (ch. x. i), gives the occurrences. 
As towards the close of the Capernaum min- 
istry He sent forth the twelve two and two, 
so now as opposition deepens, and the end of 
all is approaching. He similarly sends forth 
the seventy. To this period belong all the 
occurrences from Luke (x. i) to (xiii. 22.) 
Christ's private visit to Bethany, where 
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Mary chooses the good part, which He re- 
fuses to let Martha take from her; the 
wonderful series of parables of the good 
Samaritan, the friend at midnight, the 
strong man arrned, the seven devils, the 
rich fool, the lord's return, the barren fig- 
tree, and the incidents connecting them; the 
whole ending with one miracle, — the cure of 
the woman with the spirit of infirmity, in a 
country synagogue on the Sabbath daJ^ 

After two months absence, Christ re- 
appears at the Feast of Dedication, probably 
on Dec. 20th. We now take up St. John, at 
ch. (x. 22.) It was winter. In Solomon's 
porch the Jews press round Him, and say, 
" How long dost Thou make us to doubt ? " 
as if He made them to doubt ! " If Thou 
be the Christ, tell us plainly." Christ answers, 
" I did tell you " (doubtless referring to the 
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memorable statement, " Before Abraham 
was I am"): "and ye believed not." And in 
an instant afterwards He repeats His witness 
in the words, " I and my Father are one." 
And then — oh, strange inconsistency of 
human nature, or hypocrisy, or both! — ^again 
they try to take His life for blasphemy; 
and again He escapes, and leaves Jerusalem 
for the other side Jordan, — Bethabara, or 
Bethany in Peraea. (John x. 40.) 

There were two reasons, if we may 
reverently imagine, why the Lord chose 
Peraea. It was the only part of the Holy 
Land in which He had not yet dwelt, and 
being in Herod's jurisdiction. He was out 
of the power of the high priests at Jeru- 
salem. 

Here He remains probably four or five 
weeks; and John tells us, though without 



details (ch. x. 41, 42), that many believed on 
Him there. 

And now again comes in St Luke's Gospel, 
where we left it. (Ch. xiii. 22.) We there read 
of another journey /<?ze;^r/i!r Jerusalem : "And 
He went through the cities and villages" 
(beyond doubt of Peraea), "teaching and 
journeying towards Jerusalem." Why to- 
wards Jerusalem, — ^why it was destined not 
to be to Jerusalem, we shall now see. In 
one of the villages, the Pharisees, anxious 
to get Him into Judaea, and their power, 
again, adopt a stratagem, which Christ at 
once sees through and exposes. "Depart 
hence," they say, out of Herod's jurisdiction, 
" for Herod will kill Thee." Herod seek to 
kill Thee ! or the Pharisees of Jerusalem ! 
Christ exposes their stratagem by declaring 
that He will depart, " for it cannot be that 
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a Prophet should perish out of yertisaletn. 
(Ch. xiii. 32.) But He sends a message 
which they may take, if they like, to Herod : 
that He will not depart for two days. And 
those two days ministry are found in Luke 
xiv., XV., xvi., xvii. I — TO. 

Perhaps few passages give us a much 
better idea of the self-imposed pressure of 
His work, the rate at which He laboured, 
than the record, which is after all perhaps 
only partial, of this two days ministry. De- 
tails are impossible, but notice that it con- 
tained two of His greatest parables, — that 
of the prodigal son, and the rich man and 
Lazarus. 

But why does He choose to remain two 
days ? There is probably no Gospel har- 
mony more striking and beautiful than the 
answer supplied to this question. Turning 
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to St. John where we left it, we read (ch. xi. 

i) of the sickness of Lazarus, and the sisters' 

message to Christ : " Lord, he whom Thou 

lovest is sick." And in ver. 6, we read, 

" When He had heard therefore that he was 

sick, He abode two days still in the same 

place where He was." 

The two days of Luke and John are 

doubtless the same. When the Pharisees 

seek to draw Him back to Jerusalem, He 

has already heard the news of the sickness 

of Lazarus, already foreseen the natural 

issue, and has pre-determined " for the glory 

of God " to abide two days in Peraea, and 

then, proceeding to Bethany, to work that 

great miracle which should pre-eminently 

prove Him the Lord of life, and convince 

those waverers still open to conviction. And 

it is interesting here to observe that while 

I 
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the Lord is thus waiting out the self-imposed 
two days, the NAME Lazarus is heard in His 
teaching, though in quite a different con- 
nection — in His parabolic instruction. May 
we not say that the name was on the lips, 
because the friend who bore it was all the 
while on His heart ? 

And now the glory of Christ's displays 
of omnipotence comes to its all-marvellous 
climax. He goes and raises Lazarus, now 
four days dead, from the grave. It was His 
third miracle of resurrection, but the first of 
a buried man, and the first of the kind at 
or near Jerusalem. John gives its effects. 
Many even of His opponents believed 
now. It afterwards swelled the triumph 
of His palm-Sunday entry. "Many met 
Him because He had done this miracle," 
and multitudes came from Jerusalem to 
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see Lazarus, and through him believed on 
Jesus. 

But it roused up the more hardened to 
instant action. They would not be per- 
suaded, though one rose from the dead. 
Hate is blinder even than love. They hold 
a council, in which they first admit the 
miracle, and then seek how to put Him to 
death. Christ, without entering Jerusalem, 
at once withdraws to Ephraim (John xi. 54), 
an obscure place on the hills of the Samaritan 
frontier, about six hours journey from Jeru- 
salem. 

But not for long. Now the hour had 
come. He starts from Ephraim, probably 
about the middle of February, for the final 
Passover and the cross. And now St Mat- 
thew and St. Mark add their accounts of this 
final journey to St. Luke's. Matt. (xix. i ) ; 
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Mark (x. i ) ; Luke (xyii. 1 1.) St John only 
takes up the narrative again at the arrival 
at Bethany. (Ch. xii. i.) 

St Luke's is here the fullest account 
Christ goes, not the six hours journey direct 
south to Jerusalem, but (it is a wonderful and 
touching thought) He will visit, on the way 
to His cross, all the scenes of His ministry, in 
a great final tour : going northward through 
the midst of Samaria, stopping to cure the 
lepers ; still northward^ through the midst of 
Galilee, the home of His childhood, and the 
scene of most of His wonders ; then turning 
east into Peraea, and then again southward, 
and following the parallel of the Jordan; 
blessing little children on His way, answering 
questions, teaching parables, — such as the im- 
portunate widow and the Pharisee and pub- 
lican, — to cross the Jordan at Jericho, only 



fifteen miles from Jerusalem, save Zacchaeus, 
and give sight to the blind. 

And now unwontedly He goes before His 
disciples, and as they follow up the rocky 
defile between Jericho and Bethany, they 
see in His face a sternness of resolution 
which we can understand, but which awes 
and amazes them. This is one of Mark's 
graphic touches: "As they followed they 
were afraid." And then again Christ speaks 
of the cross. Many Passover caravans seem 
to join them on their journey, which is 
finished at Bethany, probably on the Friday 
evening. 




CHAPTER V. 
Conclusion. 

SUMMARY OF PART II. 

The chief wanderings of the last year re- 
solve themselves (I say this for clearness 
sake) into six. 

(i) From Capernaum to the Syrian 
border, and thence to Decapolis. 

(2) From Decapolis and Bethsaida, north- 
wards to Caesaraea Philippi, and thence to 
the seclusion at Capernaum. 

(3) From Capernaum (in October) to the 
feast of tabernacles at Jerusalem, thence 
into retreat among the hills of Judaea, 
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(4) Thence to the feast of dedication (in 
December), and withdrawal into Peraea, 

(5) Journey thence to the grave of Lazarus, 
and escape to Ephraim, whence — 

(6) The final and comprehensive journey 
to the Cross. 



And now our task is virtually concluded. 
We have traced the outlines of Christ's life, 
through all its great divisions, almost to the 
foot of Calvary. Remember that its four 
great landmarks are the manifestation at 
the age of twelve, the baptism, the first re- 
jection, and the transfiguration ; for the 
epiphany evidences the whole private life, 
the baptism turns the life into the ministry, 
the great rejection of John v. changes the 
scene of that ministry from Jerusalem to 
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Galilee, and the rejection at Capernaum at 
the end of the second year changes it into a 
ministry of wandering, which wandering 
ends at Bethany six days before the cross, 
already foreshadowed at the transfiguration. 
The events of those last six days (so full 
of unspeakable interest), though in one sense 
mostly belonging to Christ's active life, are 
yet on the one hand so comparatively well 
known, and on the other so special in their 
character, that I shall not now enter upon 
them. The ministry respecting which there is 
ever any chronological difficulty, closed on the 
arrival at Bethany. The main facts which 
follow, — ^the feast at Simon's house, — ^the 
sudden enthusiasm of the Palm Sunday, — 
the weeping over Jerusalem, — the second and 
final cleansing of the temple on the Monday, 
— the wonderful ministry of the Tuesday 
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(Christ's last ministerial day), — the final 
woes to the Pharisees, and the last pro- 
phecies and parables on the Mount of Olives, 
— the perfect seclusion of Wednesday and 
Thursday at Bethany, then on Thursday 
night the last supper, Gethsemane, the be- 
trayal (without which the Pharisees might 
still have been foiled), — the examination 
before Annas, then Caiaphas, then Pilate, 
then Herod, then Pilate again, — all these 
are well known. And the end of all: "they 
crucified Him," — that, too, is well known. 

And yet would to God it were well 
known ! 

What do we all know about that cross } 
We want no more than God has revealed, 
but we must receive no less. 

On the one hand, it presents, as in a 
mirror, but also as in a focus, the depth of 
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Jewish, and therefore human, ingratitude, 
depravity, blindness, guilt 

On the other, it marks and consummates 
such a career of devotion, self-sacrifice, 
patience, courage, truthfulness, love, as will 
defy our praises even in heaven, and will 
never have done astonishing and kindling 
even in the world. 

If it was the climax downwards of four 
thousand years of guilt, it was the upward 
climax of four thousand years of gradual 
revelation, in sundry times and divers man- 
ners, answering the desire of all nations 
in a true King and a true Sacrifice, re- 
vealing the heavenly Father, reconciling 
Jew and Gentile, fulfilling the law and the 
prophets. 

If it represented the overflowings of un- 
godliness because they crucified Hinty it 
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represents also, in an unfathomable mystery, 
the love of God, because He gave His Son 
for this, and of Christ, because He gave 
Himself and laid down His life. 

If it shows the power and cunning of 
Satan in working this, it shows also the 
power and wisdom of Christ in destroying 
through that very death, him that had the 
power of death, and delivering those who 
through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage. The Cross of Christ is 
the great meeting-place in the world's history 
of hell and earth and Heaven. Thank God, 
too, it is the field of God's victory. As the 
Saviour died. Heaven's light fell upon it 

My dear reader, from every point of view 
study and grasp that Cross ! It is the source 
of strength and courage under the daily 
crosses of life, the secret of victory over a 
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hostile world and our rebellious self, the 
mighty constraining cause of sacrifice for 
others, by the kindling of His blessed ex- 
ample and spirit. 

For Himself it was no less the key of the 
gates of heaven than the crowbar of the 
portals of hell ; while it is ever in His hand 
the arrow to the sinner's heart, and the 
sceptre of His spiritual kingdom. 

But beyond all, remember it was the Cross 
of Atonement. Christ died for your sins. 
Do you, hating and fighting against your 
sins, yet trust and rest in this only, — 
"Christ died for me".? I hope so, for 
Christ's blood stains eternally all whom it 
does not wash ; but if so, rejoice, for " the 
blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanseth 
from all sin." 

Then, though your sins be as scarlet. 
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they shall be as wool ; though they be as 
crimson, they shall be as snow ; nay, whiter 
— ^white as the heavenly righteousness on 
earth of Jesus Christ " He was made SIN 
for us who knew no sin, that we (who other- 
wise knew no righteousness) might be made 
the RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD in Him." 



fjfUf ^m^ 
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Remember the words of the Lord yesus, 
how He said, — 



" J am 'Sin Si# s& %% foorib ; l^je 
krbiejis, but 8]^U |utrt % SigP of 

John yiii. 12. 
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" Christian Daily Ldlb," etc. With Introdaotion by Mrs. Gordon, 
author of " The Home LifiB of Sir David Brewster,*' etc. Grown 
8vo. 88. ed. 
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Hearts made Glad and HoDies made Happy. 

0ketflheB of Snbjeete flxr Molliera' MeetJnga and Eafthen' Clasaes. 
JPoat 8vo* l&tra doth. 8b« 8d> 



The Nature and Evidences of Regeneration. 

By the Ber. Geoxge Townahend Fox, MJL. 'Vioar of St. Nicholaa, 
Durham. With an Introduction by the Ber. OctaTina Window^ 
D.D. Square 18mo. Ump doth, red edgee, la. 9d. Sztn doth, 
gat edgea, 9b. 6d. 

Do You Mean wliat You Say? 

A QaeatKNi for thoae who Flay, " Thy will be dime on eaxOu aa it 
ia in heayen." On the negleot of Fraiily Prayer. By the writer 
of ** The Three Housea," "Fxeaent and Afterwarda," etc. With 
four ftiU-page BngraTinga. Faniq^ eoTer, Sd ; extra doth, la. 

Thoughts on the Life Hereafter ; 

Bfany Mandona in my Eather'a Honae. Bxtra doth 
la. 0d. 



or, Ibe Mani 
boarda. 



Christian Experience : 

or, Worda of Loving Oounad and Sympathy. Sdeoted from the 
Bemaana of the late ICra. ICaxy Wmdow. Edited by her Son, 
Bey. Ootaviua Window, D.D. Small Svo. 8a. 

" For Me and my House." 

A Manual of Devotiona fbr Family TJae. Wltii a diort Seriea of 
Prayers in Scriptural Language, adeoted from the Book of the 
Paalms of David. By the Bev. A. B. Ludlow, M.A., formerly of 
Orid College. Fcap 8vo. la. 6d. 

The Religion of Redemption ; 

or, the Doofarine of Man's Buin and Chriafa Salvation, Defined 
and Defended. A Contribution to the PreUminariea of Christian 
Apology. Bv B. W. Moasell, B.A., late Pastor of the Free 
Church, Neuichatd, Switzer l and. 1 vol., 8vo. lOa. 

The Finding of the Saviour in the Temple. 

An Expodtion of Luke ii. 46—61. Baaed upon, and explanatory 
01^ Hounan Hunt'a great Sacred Picture. By the Bev. Bichard 
Oiover, M.A., Yiear of Bt Luke'a, Weat Holloway. Crown 8vo., 
4a.; gilt edgea, 4a. 6d. 
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A Pastor's Last Words. 

Six Sermons on Sancfaflcation, Christ's Feaoe, David's Bighteons 
Branch, the lacomation, Ghnst in His Present Work, and the 
Heayen Descended City. Preached in the Chapel of St. Aidan's 
College, Birkenhead. By the Bey. Joseph Baylee, P.P. Post 
8yo., limp doth. 28. 6d. 

Within the Veil ; 

or, Suggestions for daily Prayer. By the Bey. Charles G. Basker- 
yille, B.A., late Chaplain of tne Bath Penitentiary. limp cloth, 8d. 

Our Father. 

A Word of Enoouraguig Bemembrance fbr the Children of God. 
By the author of "Thongfats on Conyersion." With an Intro- 
duction by the Bey. A. Hewlett, D.D., Yicar of Astley, near 
Manchester. Second edition. Cloth extra, beyelled boards. Ss. 

The Intermediate State of the Blessed Dead ; 

in a Series of Meditational Expositions. By the Bey. Joseph 
Baylee, D.D., late Principal of St. Aidan's, Birkenhead. Second 
edition, enla^^ed. Cloth extra, 8s. 6d. 

Seed Scattered Broadcast ; 

or, Incidents in a Camp Hospital. By S. Mo. Beth. Witli an 
Introduction, and Edited by the Author of " The Memorials of 
Captain Hedley Yicars." Uniform with "English Hearts and 
English Hands." Second editiim. Post 8yo. 8s. 6d. Cheaper 
edition. Limp doth. 28. 

The Christian Life. 

Viewed under some of its more Practical Aspects. By the Bey. 
Sir Emilius Bayley, Bart, B.D., Yicar of St. John's, Paddington : 
and Bnral Dean. Fcap 8yo., extra doth, 8s. ; gilt edges, 88. 6d. 

The Eternity of Future Punishment. 

By the Author of "The Building and the Scaffolding." Limp 
doth. Square 18mo. 64pp. Is. 

The Building or the Scaflfolding ? 

Or, the True Position and Value of Church Ordinances. By two 
Kayal Officers. Is. 

" Dies Irae ! " 

The Judgment of the Great Day, Viewed in the Light of Scripture 
and Conscience. By B. B. Girdlestone, M.A. ; author of " The 
Anatomy of Scepticism." Crown 8yo. 6s. 
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Misoellaneous. 
A Breeze from the Great Salt Lake ; 




Suggestive Thoughts ; 

or, Ten Miniites Daily with Ghristian Authors, Engliwh and 
Frendi. Selected, translated and arranged by Mrs. Money (n6e 
de Bonrbel.) With Introduotion by JDr. Korman Maoleod. 
Antique boards. 4b. 6d. 

The Ministry of Home ; 

or, Brief Esroository Lectures on Divine Truth. Designed es- 
pecially for Family and Fdvate Beading. By Octayius Winslow, 
D.D. C^wn 8vo., 6s. ; extra binding, gut eagea. 6s. 

Readings for Visitors to Workhouses and Hos- 
pitals. Intended chiefly for the Sick and Aged. By Louisa 
Twining. Dedicated to the Hon. Mm. Tait, the Palace, Fnlham. 
Grown 8yo., extra doth. 6s. 

Heaven's Whispers in the Storm. 

By the late Bev. Francis J. Jameson, M.A., Sector of Coton. 
With Biographical Sketch of the Author. Bv the Bev. T. T. 
Perowne. Toned paper. Square 18mo., 2b. ; with portrait, Ss. 

The Consoler and the Sufferer. 

Sermons on the Baising of Lazarus, and the Passion Sayixigs of 
Christ. By the Bey. Qaude Bosanguet, M.A., Yicar of St. 
Nicholas, Rochester ; Author of " How Shall I Pray ? ** etc. 
Crown 8yo. 4s. 6d. 

The Preaching of the Cross. 

Parochial Sermons. By the Bev. John Bichardscm, M.A., Vicar 
of St. Mary's, Bury St. Edmund's. PostSvo., extra doth. 7s. 6d. 

Family Devotion. 

Original and Compiled. Arranged for One Month, with Pmyers 
for Special Occasions. By the late Bev. Fielding Ould, M.A., 
Bector of Tattenhall, Cheshire. 4b, 6d. 
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The Faithful Witness 

Being Enotdtcoy Leotnres on tlie Epistles to the Seven ChnxcheB 
of Asia. By R. w . Fonest, K«A., Inonmbent of Si. Jude's, South 
Kensington. Grown 8yo. <to. 

The Choice. 

Fire Lectures on Ckmflrmation. By the Bev. Sir EmilinB Bayley, 
Bart., B.D., Yioar of Bit, John's, Paddingtoa. limp eloth. Is. ; 
extra dotila, gflt edges, Is. 6d. 



By the late Right Rev. Lord Bishop of Carlisle. 
New Testament Millennarianism ; 

or. the Kingdom and Coming of Christ, as tanabtby TUmseif and 
His Apostles. 640 pp. Grown 8vo., extra dotn. lOs. 

Words of Eternal Life \ 

or, the First Frinoiples <A the Doctrine of Christ : set forth in 
Eighteen Sermons. Grown Svo., doth. 7s. 

The Way of Peace ; 

or, the Teaching of Scriptnre oonoeming JnBtiftoation, Sanctifiea- 
tion, and Aasnranoe. In Sennons, preadied before the University 
of Oxford. Fourth edition. Grown 8vo. 4fl. 6d. 



BY THE LATE MISS CHARLOTTE ELLIOTT, 

Author of " Just as I am." 

Morning and Evening Hymns for a Week. 

Fortieth thousand. Limp doUi, gilt edges. Is. 

Hours of Sorrow Cheered and Comforted. 

Poems for the Season of Affliction. BeTenth Edition. Toned 
Paper. Extra binding. Ss. 

Thoughts in Verse j on Sacred Subjects. 

With some Misodlaoeons Poems. Written in early yean, and 
now first published. Small 8to. Bttta binding. 4b. 
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BY THE REV. GEORGE EVERARDj MJL, 

Viear qf 8t, MarVt, Wokrerhamptan, 

Day by Day ; 

or, uwrnadH to ChriBManfl on the Detafli of Evqy-day lite. With 
Introdnctiaa by the Bey. T. Yokb, Ihoamb«iit of St. Varfu 
Hastmgs. FifUi BditiML Foap 8yo., doth, ted edges, 8».; an- 
tique, ^t edges, 8b. 6d. 
Cheap Edition, niilloinn with "Not Took OwQ." U.6d. 

Home Sundays ; 

or. Help and Oonaolaticii iram ths Saaotiiaiy, CAoth eztnt, 8i. ; 
beydled, gilt edges, 8b. Od. 

" Not Your Own : " 

or, Oonnselfl to Youn^ Gfaiistlans. Vburth lUUtion. 18ino., doth 
limp, Is. ; estra binduig, Is. 6d. 

Safe and Happy. 

Words of Hdp and Eneonzagement to Yoang Women, with 
Prayers Ibr Pafly use. TJnifinm iHth "Kot Tour Own," eto. 
Second edition. Lfanp doth, Is. Extra dotb, gilt edges, Is. 6d. 

Welcome Homel 

or, Plain Teachings from the story of the fkodigal. 8d. 

The Home of Bethany. 

or, Ohzist Bevealed as the Tsadisap and Oowibirlsr of BIspecvle. 
limp ototh, Is. Bxtra^dotli, gflt edges^ Is. 0d. 



Berieg ^ imaU 5oo2» ki fon^ coven. 

Deepen fhe Well I A few Words to Christians on the Spiritual 
life. SSmo. Fancy ooTsr. l8.perdosen. 

Nearer to Thee, or Communion with Qod. 8Spp. Id. 

Vina as a Book, id. 

Working for Ohriet. 3Spp. id. 

The TTpiward Olanoe. A tew word* of Oovnsel and En- 
couragement. 88 pp. Id. 

Strengrth for the Strenffthlese. 9d. 

Bverlastinflr Atseui. An Address to Professing Christians. 9d. 

The Heawenly ladder, and How to COimb it. is. 

per dozen. 
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BY THE REV. J. d RYLE, M.A,, 

Honorary Canon of Norwich ; 
Vicar of Stradbrohe^ and Rural Dean of Hbxnet Svffolk. 

Expository Thoughts on the Gospels. 

Designed for Family and Private Beading, -with the Text com- 
plete, and oopions Kotes. 

8t. Matthew. Extra doth. 68. 

St. Mabk. nnifbnn with the above. 68. 

St.Lukb. Yol. I. 66. 6d. 

St. Luke. Vol IE. 7s. 

St. John. Vol. I. 68. 6d. 

St. John. Vol. II. 6s. 6d. 

St. John. Vol. HI. 8b. 

This work ia also "kept in half Morocco, at an excess of 89. per volufoe. In 
extra TwJf Morocco "binding, at 6tf. Qd.; or whole Turkey Morocco, 69. 
6(2. per volume. Also in extra Hndinga, for presentation. 

Church Reform. 

Being Papers on the subpeot, with fbll Notes and Introduction. 
Grown Svo., extra doth, hmp. 28. 6d. 

The seven letters, in tinted cover, dd,, or 7s. per doten, and for distribution 
at 509. per hundred, on direct application to the FuMishers. 

Bishops and Clergy of Other Days. 

"With an Ihttoduction on the Beal Merits of the Befozmers and 
Puritans. Grown 8yo., extra doth, 4b. 

Lessons from English Church History. 

A Lectme delivered in the Town Hall, Oxford, May Ist^ 1871. 
The Provost of Orid in the Chair. With Appendix, givmg tiie 
opinions of some of onr well-known Enghwh divines on the 
points of Gontroversv on the Lord's Snpper. 66 pp. Paper 
Cover, 6d. Limp Cloth, Is. 

Coming Events and Present Duties. 

Being Miscdlaneous Sermons and Addresses on Prophetical Sub- 
jects ; arranged, revised, and corrected. Crown 8vo. 8s. 6d. 



HOLLES STBJSET, CAVENDISH SQTJABE. 



The Two Bears, 

And other SermonB Ibr Ghildxen. With Slustratioiui by Dalziel. 
Extra doth. Is. 6d. 

Home Truths. 

Being the MisoeUaneoxus AddreBses and Traots, reriaed and cor- 
rected espedaUy for this work. Siztti edition. Fcap 8yo., extra 
doth, lettered. £i^t Series. Each illnstrated with a Frontis- 
piece and Yignette Title. Each volnme, Ss. 6d. 

This work iaaisok^t in Morocco, Busaia, and other elegant hinding8,for 
presents; prices and specimens o/wMeh wUl be forwarded on appli' 
cation to the Publishers. 

H)rmns for the Church on Earth. 

Being Three Hundred Hymns, for the most part of Modem date. 
Sdected and arranged by the Ber. J. 0. Byle, M.A. Ninth 
Edition. 

In smaU 8vo., black clothe red edges, 4s.; limp doth, for invaUds, As.; 
black antique, 4s. 6d.; viol^ and extra doth antigpie, gilt edges, 6s.; 
Turkey Morocco, 10s. 6d. Also in Bussia and other bindings, for 
presentaHon. 

A Portable Edition of " Hymns for the Church on 

Earth." Printed on toned paper. Extra doth, gilt edges, 8s. 6d. ; 
red edges, 8s. 

Spiritual Songs. 

Coloss. iii. 6. Being One Hundred "SYTOSiB, not to be fbund in the 
hynm books most commonly used. Bdected by the Bev. J. 0. 
Byle. Fifteenth enlarged edition. Series I., glazed wrapper, 9d. : 
Iknoy doth, gilt edges. Is. Series II., unuorm with the first 
series : in glazed wrapper, gilt edges, Is. ; limp doth. Is. 4d. 

Story of Madame Ther^se, the Cantini^re ; 

or, the Frendi Army in *92. Translated from the work of M. If. 
Erckmann-Ohatrain, by two Sisters. With an Introduction and 
Edited by the Bev. J. 0. Byle, M.A. With nineteen ftill-page 
Engravings. Crown 8to. 8s. 6a. 

A detailed List of aU Tracts bp the Bev. J. 0. Byle may be obtained on 

applieation to the Publishers, 
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BY BROWNLOW NORTH, B.A., 

Magdalen Hall, Ozfbrd; 
Segittrar cf tk4 DioeeM of WvMiku/kT a»d Smmy, 

Think on these Things ; 

Wisdom : her ay.— 'Vnadom : who has it t— The Grace of Ood— 
Ohftot the flayionr: Ohitefe the Jiidg«. Uniftiiia with "Oup- 
■elveB." Sb. 

The Prodigal Son ; 

OTi tiiie Way Home. Cloth boards, extra, antique binding. 28. 

CoimirTB.— 1 Atxnit Prodigals.— S Abont tdolaters.— B About the 
Sheep and tiie Bwine.^i About Denumiaos.— 6 The Beooveiy.— 
6 BqMntaaee and OonTeEaioa.— 7 The Way Home.— 8 The 



Ourselves : 

▲ Piokve aketohed from the Hastoiy of Um Children of Israel. 
Fourth Edition. Cloth boards, 8s. 6d. ; antique binding, 88. 
Fifth and Cheaper Edition. 18mo., doth limp. Is. 9d. 



Yes! or No! 

or, Qod*s Offer of Saltation. 
"OurselTee.*' Third Edition, 
limp, dieap edition. Is. 9d. 



Gen. sziy. 58. Uniform with 
Extra binding, fls. 18mo., doth 



You I what You are, and what You may be. 

Sketdied from the history of the aadaxene. XIikitemwfth"Qiir- 
fldTes." Square. Is. 

The Rich Man and Lazarus. 

A Ftadi^cal Exposition. Unifiorm with "Oursdves.** Second 
Edition. Square ]i8mo„ doth boards^ Is. 6d. ; extra binding. 8s. 
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The Good Physician. 

Short Papers on Eternal Truths. 

God's Way of Salvation. 

Limp cloth. 

Gathered Leaves. 

A Series of Addresses in large type. Ump doih. 

Earnest Words : New and Old. 

A Series of Addresses. With Prayers and Hints for Christians, 
limp doth. 

Think ! 

Earnest Words for the Thoughtless. Large type. Limp doth. 

Words for the Anxious. 

Second edition. Large type, limp doth. 

Wisdom : her Cry. 

A Commentary on Proverhs i. 21-^. 

Wisdom : Who has it ? 

An Exposition on 1 Cor. i. 

The Grace of God. 

Thought on Titus ii. 11—19. 

Christ the Saviour, — Christ the Judge. 

John V. 16—89. 

Leaves. 

A Series of Tracts in yery Large Type, for Oeneral Distribution. 
In padcets of fifty, assorted. 6a. 
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BY THE REV. SAMUEL GARRATT, M.A., 

Viear of St. Margeirefa, Ipawieh. 

Veins of Silver; 

or, Treasuxes hid beaeath the Buxfiioe. Crown 8vo. Cloth. 4s. 6d. 

Christian Chivalry; 

or, the Armour of Qod on the Soldier of the CroBS. Small Svo., 
extra cloth. 8s. 



Signs of the Times ; 



Showing that the Coming of the Lord Draweth Near. Second 
edition. Fcap 870., extra doth. Ss. 6d. 



BY THE REV. GORDON CALTHROP, M.A., 

Vicar of St, Aufftatine*8y Eighbury New J^rky LoHdon. 

The Lost Sheep Found, 

And other Sermons. (Eouteen.) Preached to the Ghildrai of 
St. Ai]gastine*s Chnroh, Highbury, London. Second edition. 
Square 18mo. 8s. 

Pulpit Recollections. 

Being Sermons preached during a Sis Years' Ministry at Chelten- 
ham and Highbury New Park. Bevised and adapted ibr general 
reading. One Vol., post 8vo. 6s. 6d. 

Lectures on Home Subjects. 

Addressed especially to the Working Classes. Pcap 8yo. Ss. 6d. 

" Salted with Fire." 

A View of the Doctrine of the Eternity of Ponishment. Tinted 
wrapper. 4d. 

The Secret of Rome's Strength. 

A Sermon preached at the Parish Chnrch, Islington. In tinted 
wn^per. 8d. 
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